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TEXT:  Matthew 21:12-17 
THEME:  DO YOU HEAR WHAT THESE CHILDREN ARE SAYING? 
 1. Understand These Wonderful Things  2. Join Them in Their Song of Praise 
 
Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there.  
He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling 
doves.  "It is written," he said to them, "'My house will be called a house of prayer,' 
but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'"  The blind and the lame came to him at the 
temple, and he healed them.  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law 
saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant.  "Do you hear what these 
children are saying?" they asked him.  "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, 
"'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?"  And he left them 
and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.  

NIV84 
Dear Fellow Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
A pastor, who has a large family, likes to tell the story of one hectic Sunday morning.  His 
son couldn’t find his belt.  He and his wife looked for it, but they couldn’t find it either.  The 
pastor was getting more and more frustrated as the clock kept running and he was going to 
be late for church.  Then his son, who was seven or eight, asked a simple question, “Dad, 
have you prayed about it?”  That question knocked the wind right out of the pastor’s sails. 
Who had spent the last seven or eight years teaching his son to pray when he was in 
need?  And who remembered to apply that lesson in a moment of frustration?  During the 
season of Lent this year, in our midweek services, we’ve been considering the ironies of 
the passion.  Irony is an outcome that’s the opposite of what you might expect.  You 
wouldn’t expect a child to take a minister to school on such a basic matter of faith.  But 
that’s what the Scriptures say about children and their faith.  Today is Palm Sunday but the 
events in our text happened on the next day, Monday.  We want to see the irony in the 
question Jesus’ enemies asked him on Monday of Holy Week:  DO YOU HEAR WHAT 
THESE CHILDREN ARE SAYING? and we want to UNDERSTAND THESE WONDERFUL 
THINGS. 
 
Our text says that when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 
wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to 
the Son of David," they were indignant.  What were these wonderful things that Jesus 
did?  He triumphantly entered Jerusalem.  He healed the blind and lame.  He threw the 
money changers and merchants out of the temple.  He accepted the praise of children, 
shouting, “Hosanna,” which means “to save” and was the traditional welcome cry for the 
promised Savior.  “Son of David” was the title of the King who was coming to set God’s 
people free.  That’s what these children shouted to Jesus, but they didn’t say those things 
on their own.  The Holy Spirit was working that day to bring forth the fruits of faith.  That’s 
not ironic.  We expect God to work through his Word to change hearts and open mouths. 
The irony lay on the other side. 
 
The chief priests and teachers of the law were the theological experts.  They read the Bible 
daily; they knew God’s promises about the Messiah.  Yet they failed to recognize in Jesus 
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the perfect fulfillment of all those promises and prophecies.  Children knew their Savior 
while the theologians didn’t.  My friends, it’s no different today. The pointy-headed 
intellectuals of our society smirk at “foolish” people like us who need to believe in a 
“Disneyland in the sky.”  People who don’t believe in Jesus think we’re just stupid.   
 
You know what?  Simple Christians the world over see Jesus with the faith of a child.  They 
recognize the Savior who came to give us peace.  They know the only answer for the guilt 
we feel over our sin and for the hurt and sadness that sin causes in our lives is Jesus.  Yes, 
that does mean that there is absolute right and wrong.  Sin is rebellion against God.  The 
simple, humble Christian has no problem saying, “I have rebelled against God over and 
over again in my life.”  However, Jesus rode into Jerusalem to be our Savior.  Palm Sunday 
is the beginning of the end of Jesus’ life.  Five days after the crowds of people welcomed 
him, some of those same people, perhaps, were chanting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
Assuming that was the case, how’s that for irony?  

 
Jesus wanted that to happen.  Jesus wanted the Romans to nail him to a cross.  He wanted 
to hang there and be abandoned by God. Jesus wanted to die.  Why?  Because we have 
broken God’s absolute laws and that was the only way to erase our record of sin.  Unless 
Jesus hung on that cross and felt his Father’s wrath, unless Jesus suffered an eternity of 
hell and punishment on Good Friday, all people on earth would be doomed to hell.  So 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem, and on the next day, he healed the sick, cleansed his Father’s 
house, and inspired the children to sing their song of praise so that untold generations of 
Christians would see their Savior and trust that he has taken their place.  He has paid for 
our sins.  God has forgiven us.  God has given us eternal life.  My friends, DO YOU HEAR 
WHAT THESE CHILDREN ARE SAYING? UNDERSTAND THESE WONDERFUL 
THINGS! 
 
And my friends, DO YOU HEAR WHAT THESE CHILDREN ARE SAYING?  JOIN THEM 
IN THEIR SONG OF PRAISE!  Going back to that pastor and his son and the prayer for the 
belt, it’s God who causes things like that to come out of our children’s mouths.  Through 
their baptisms and through the gospel message they hear in church, in Lutheran 
elementary and Sunday school, and at home, God reaches into their hearts and fills them 
with joy in their Savior and confidence in his promises.  Why didn’t that pastor lead his 
family to pray in that minor crisis?  Why did the words come from a child?  Because we 
adults often poison our own faith with our reason.  We limit our faith by our assumptions:  
“God isn’t going to get involved in something so trivial.”  But children take God at his word.  
When we teach children that God answers all our prayers and that we should go to him 
when we need help, children take our words to mean exactly what they say. They teach 
every one of us not to limit our trust to the things we think God will answer. 
 
Where can we adults get faith like little children?  Only in one place—the gospel. The 
gospel comes to us in the Word and in the sacraments. The message that our Savior died 
and rose for us and that we are forgiven is the gospel.  From that gospel comes first a 
change in our hearts.  God gives us faith.  Then every time we hear that gospel message, 
God renews and strengthens that faith.  And through that gospel comes a change in our 
lives.  God calls forth our praise.  So my friends, DO YOU HEAR WHAT THESE 
CHILDREN ARE SAYING? JOIN THEM IN THEIR SONG OF PRAISE!  Amen. 


